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                                                                                                   February 10, 2005

Mr. Dey,

My name is Bill Zepp and I am the executive director of the Oregon Dental Association (ODA) in Portland, Oregon. ODA is currently working with the Oregon Legislature on passage of HB 2025, a bill that would require Oregon cities of 10,000 or more people to optimally fluoridate their water supplies. 

My reason for writing concerns certain uses that are being made by fluoridation opponents of your 1989 study on the effects of fluoride on passage of salmon at the John Day dam. Specifically, some of these groups are citing your research as proof that runoff of optimally fluoridated water supplies has a detrimental effect on aquatic life. 

My research staff has expressed concern that opponents of fluoridation are misrepresenting the conclusions reached by you and your colleague, Dr. Damkaer. Our reading of your research suggests that your concern was solely with the discharge of massive amounts of fluoride effluent into the Columbia River, and that this has nothing to do with the discharge of runoff that contains a mixture of optimally fluoridated drinking water.

If our reading is correct, we would like to request a short statement from you to that effect. Please note that we are not asking you to take a position on water fluoridation or offer expert testimony, nor are we attempting to engage you in Oregon’s fluoridated water debate. We would simply like to be able to refute what we believe to be a misrepresentation of the purposes and conclusions of your research.

If you would be willing to give us a short statement along these lines, please let me know. I am sure you are very busy with other concerns, so we would be happy to draft a short statement for your review. If you are satisfied with the statement, we would simply ask you to put it on your letterhead and return it to us. If you would like to discuss this matter further before responding, please feel free to contact me at 800-452-5628, ext. 107.

Thank you for your consideration.

            William E. Zepp, CAE, Executive Director

Oregon Dental Association

17898 Southwest McEwan Road

Portland, Oregon 97224

                                                                                                         February 12, 2005

           Dear Mr. Zepp:

I am the co-author (with Dr. Richard M. Damkaer) of the study titled, “Evidence for Fluoride Effects on Salmon Passage at John Day Dam, Columbia River, 1982-1986,” appearing in volume 9 of the North American Journal of Fisheries Management (1989). I have recently been made aware that the conclusions reached in that article have been cited as evidence in arguments against the optimal fluoridation of community drinking water. You have requested that I comment on whether this is an appropriate use of this research.

As stated in the article, our research was concerned with the effects on salmon passage behavior from massive chemical discharges (approximately 384 kg per day) of fluoride effluents from an aluminum plant into the Columbia River. In my opinion, this is an entirely different research question than that posed by the runoff of wastewater containing a mixture of optimally fluoridated drinking water (0.7 - 1.2 mg/L). The discharge from the aluminum plant contained concentrations of fluoride that were exponentially higher than that found in optimally fluoridated water; hence, the two situations are simply not comparable.

Since I have not studied the effects of runoff containing a mixture of optimally fluoridated water, I cannot render a professional opinion as to what effects, if any, might result from such discharges. However, I can state that any attempts to extrapolate the conclusions of our 1989 study to the runoff of optimally fluoridated drinking water are neither methodologically defensible nor statistically justified. Dr. Damkaer and I did not address optimal water fluoridation in our article; any representation to the contrary is a mischaracterization of our research.

Sincerely,

Douglas B. Dey 

